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30 Years Channel Classics Records

Initially I thought about just letting this anniversary year go by 
unnoticed. Business as usual. But then I realized that there is a  
lot to celebrate, a lot to be grateful for, and a lot to look forward to!
 To make the best possible recordings with our artists, choosing 
the best possible acoustic setting is of utmost importance. It 
strongly depends on the repertoire and the instrumentation which 
address I enter into the navigation in my van full of gear. It can be 
the home base hall of an orchestra, one of my favorite churches or 
a concert hall here in The Netherlands. Through the past 30 years 
I traveled to England, Hungary, Germany, France, Estonia, Poland, 
Czechia, Denmark, USA, Switzerland, Sweden, Spain, even to 
Australia, China and Bolivia! Fellow travelers along the production 
are my important partners of recording and editing equipment. Van 
den Hul, supporter of Channel for over 20 years now, and always 
coming up with an even better sounding cable! Grimm Audio with 
their analog to digital converters, and since three years their LS1 
speakers that I use in the mastering room. Merging Technologies with 
the advent of DSD, since 2001 and Sonopress also since 2001, who 
have produced excellent quality SACDs of over almost three hundred 
titles. Each of these partners continually strive for the best sound 
result possible.
 Without magazines, newspapers, forums, radio items, blogs 
and TV shows to support my recordings, I would have never made 
it to 30 years! I am grateful for the continuous support of the press. 
Illustrative for this is the wonderful collaboration with classical 
music magazine Gramophone, whose reviewers have awarded no 
less than 43 recordings with an ‘Editor’s Choice’ over the years and 
whose Editor-in-Chief James Jolly selected thirteen tracks for this 

compilation album. Each track derives from an album that has won 
an ‘Editor’s Choice’ award. 
 I am grateful to have a fantastic team here at Channel Classics 
to promote our artists. Marian, Floor, Ad, Lydi and Jonas have been 
working together for many years creating covers, booklets, release 
sheets, press announcements and website features to bring the 
recordings into the world. It is our mission, our goal to use the 
recordings to put a spotlight on our artists and help them further 
their careers. 

Enjoy!
Jared Sacks

Dear Channel Classics team and Mr. Jared Sacks,
 
Where we both share a great love for music, both in recordings and 
replay, it is our common intention to reach the highest level possible. 
Channel Classics focusses mainly on high qualified musicians and 
superior recordings, our company pays all possible attentions to the 
best conductor technology like used in the very successful 3T series.
Our VDH team wishes Channel Classics for the coming years, many 
more excellent recordings made with renowned composers in 
combination with your highly respected musicians together with our 
3T products.
I really love your Channel Classics recordings: the best link between 
Emotion and Technique.

Aalt Jouk van den Hul
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1. CCS SA 19503 
Rachel Podger violin & Arte dei Suonatori 
Concerto in G Major, Op. 4, No. 12
• Allegro – A.Vivaldi  
Album: Vivaldi - La Stravaganza, 12 Violin Concertos  

This new recording is beyond question triumphantly successful. 
This is one of the most immediately inviting multi-channel 
recordings I’ve heard, full of effortlessly crafted, tonally grateful 
detail and conveying a fine sense of an aptly scaled acoustic. ... 
the performances by Rachel Podger are crackling with vitality  
and executed with consistent brilliance … A performance to leave 
you breathless.
Gramophone Editor’s Choice in 2003 + Baroque CD of the 
Year 2003

2. CCS SA 24206
Matthew Wadsworth lute
• Toccata Arpeggiata – G. G. Kapsberger 
Album: Masters of the Lute - Dowland, Kapsberger, Piccinini, 
de Visée & von Biber  

This is Matthew Wadsworth’s finest release to date … a gem of 
an album, which exudes intelligence, sensitivity and sheer class. 
... A richly painted recital that really shouldn’t be missed.  
Editor’s Choice in 2006
 

Sonopress is a market leader in integrated solutions for the entire 
value chain: from replication of CD, SACD, DVD, BD and Ultra HD BD 
to fulfilment, archiving, asset management and supply chain 
management. All of these processes are supported by innovative 
end-to-end IT systems. As part of the global association formed by 
the Bertelsmann Printing Group, we combine strengths and inno-
vation with over 60 years of experience and reliable partnership for 
customized, cross-sector concepts for 21st century entertainment 
markets.
Sonopress is proud to be a long-term partner of Channel Classics. 
Congratulations on achieving this anniversary!

Mario Blomberg

Grimm Audio was founded by a group of friends who were all 
captivated by the impact that audio electronics have on the 
emotional connection to music. We imagined that by dedicating our 
deep knowledge to the development of sonically transparent tools 
for audio engineers and music lovers, our knowledge would multiply 
and serve the enjoyment of many people. No one em bodies this 
mission of Grimm Audio so well as Jared Sacks of Channel Classics 
who has recorded numerous award winning albums with our 
discrete DSD AD1 converter and LS1 reference monitors. It is a great 
honour to have contributed to this cultural treasure and we are 
delighted to celebrate Channel Classics’ 30 year anniversary together.

Eelco Grimm and Guido Tent
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3. CCS SA 24806
Florilegium 
• Tota salútis – Anonymus
Album: Bolivian Baroque, Volume 2 - Music from the 
Missions and La Plata  
 
Florilegium’s follow-up is similarly terrific, comprising a wealth 
of discoveries, all given performances that show just how much 
the participants believe in the project.  
Editor’s Choice in 2006

4. CCS SA 20604
Florilegium 
• Quatuor No. 1 in D Major – G. Ph. Telemann 
Album: Telemann - Paris Quartets, Volume 2  
 
Their responses to both the robustness and delicacy of the music 
is exemplified in the first movement (‘Allègrement’) of the A 
minor quartet and second movement (‘Légèrement’) of the G 
Major quartet. These interpretations are of very high calibre.  
Editor’s Choice in 2004
 

7

5. CCS SA 20804
The Netherlands Bach Society, Johannette Zomer, Peter 
Harvey, Jos van Veldhoven 
• O Gottes Stadt, BuxWV 87 – Dietrich Buxtehude 
Album: Death & Devotion - Weckman, Tunder, Buxtehude & 
Ritter  
 
A superbly performed survey of pre-Bach cantatas delivered 
with rare and relishable imagination. ... Zomer is the main 
protagonist and sings with such range of inflection and 
commitment that one almost feels that the works were in 
her blood by right. She exquisitely pitches this difficult music... 
Zomer’s com pelling immediacy and the nobility of Peter Harvey’s 
reflective contribution complement each other exceptionally.  
Editor’s Choice in 2004

6. CCS SA 21804
Rachel Podger violin Gary Cooper fortepiano
Sonata in C Major KV 6 - W.A. Mozart 
Album: Mozart - Sonatas For Keyboard And Violin, Volume 1  
 
Gary Cooper plays with considerable freedom, often spreading 
chords to soften their impact or for extra expressiveness, and 
ornamenting repeated passages most imaginatively. Rachel 
Podger’s accompaniments are unforced and flow easily, and she 
enjoys taking the lead, playing boldly yet with sensitivity.  
Editor’s Choice in 2004
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7. CCS SA 36315
Wim Van Hasselt trumpet, Jörgen van Rijen trombone, Mike 
Fentross baroque guitar, Benedikt Enzler cello, Jorge Lopez-
Escribano organ
• Sound the Trumpet - Henry Purcell 
Album: Tintomara - Purcell, Rabe, Damase, Padding, Ravel, 
Maier, Michel 

There is little that these players cannot project in terms of 
multifaceted lyricism, colour and dramatic presence, and this  
is matched by the very best in modern brass programming. ...  
All the facets of this project are outstanding and it starts with a 
dazzling sound ...
Editor’s Choice in 2015

8. CCS SA 21504
Amsterdam Sinfonietta & Candida Thompson violin, leader
• Andantino from String Quartet in E Minor - G. Verdi
Album: Tchaikovsky & Verdi

The last movement of Verdi’s only string quartet still sparkles 
in this big-band arrangement. Each time the disc has been 
playing in the background I’ve been brought up short by the last 
movement of the Verdi. The composer is fairly easy to spot but 
in this full-string-orchestra arrangement I find myself suddenly 
trying to recall which Verdi opera it comes from. Well, this string 
quartet takes on a very attractive quality here. Especially with 
such superb playing from this Amsterdam-based ensemble.  
Editor’s Choice in 2004
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9. CCS SA 21604
Iván Fischer conductor & Budapest Festival Orchestra 
• Allegro molto - S. Rachmaninoff
Album: Rachmaninoff - Symphony No.2 

Iván Fischer and his magnificent Budapest Orchestra have made 
a Rachmaninoff Second for our time staggeringly played and 
recorded. Do try to hear it in surround! ... Fischer con ducts the 
piece as Rachmaninoff might have played in: with a free and 
malleable sense of spontaneity. Channel Classics has comple-
mented his reading with a lovely, open and natural production. 
Fischer’s Budapest strings aren’t about imitating the 
Rachmaninoff style; they inhabit it. His musical storytelling is 
exceptional.  
Editor’s Choice in 2004

10. CCS SA 30010
Iván Fischer conductor & Budapest Festival Orchestra
• Andante con moto from Suite in A Minor - A. Dvořák 
Album: Dvořák: Symphony No. 7 & Suite in A Major 

Iván Fischer is truly ‘one on his own’, a fund of fascinating 
interpretative ideas which, whether or not you always agree with 
them, invariably make musical sense. A refined and individual 
Seventh! It was a good idea to follow the ultimately exultant 
Seventh Symphony with a flowing, genial account of the still-
too-rarely-played American Suite, a dance sequence that’s an 
ideal bedfellow, repertoire-wise, for the Slavonic Dances and 
Legends.
Editor’s Choice 2014
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11. CCS SA 35513
Rachel Podger violin
• Passacaglia from Mystery Sonatas - H.I.F. von Biber
Album: ‘Guardian Angel’

Podger’s beautiful playing and her vital approach mix virtuosity 
with an element of grandeur. The impression is powerful,  
thanks to her customary polished delivery combined with  
a bold, temperamental style. ... Podger gives an outstanding 
performance, too, of the Biber Passacaglia, projecting the 
dynamic of the whole piece most persuasively and charac terizing 
vividly each stage of Biber’s inventive elaboration of the simple 
ground bass. We’re left in no doubt that this is one of the peaks  
of Baroque violin music.
Editor’s Choice 2013

12. CCS SA 38817
Iván Fischer conductor & Budapest Festival Orchestra
• Symphony No. 3: Lustig im Tempo und keck im Ausdruck 
- G. Mahler
Album: Mahler: Symphony No. 3

Here for once is a Mahler symphony release that feels different 
from the outset. ...I doubt whether there has ever been a more 
precisely focused, more sheerly beautiful recording of any Mahler 
work. ... Reluctant to parade its roughest edges and disinclined 
to hurry, Fischer instead elicits a range of pristine, jewel-like 
colour that leaves its fabric refreshed. ... This Third is a must-
have. 
Editor’s Choice in 2017
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13. CCS SA 21104
Ebony Band, Werner Herbers leader
• Sensemayá – Silvestre Revueltas 
Album: Revueltas: Homenaje a Revueltas 

Spectacularly recorded chamber works by Mexico’s master of the 
grotesque Revueltas recordings. Here’s a disc brimful of energy.  
If you like the sound of Stravinsky in neo-classical mode then 
these spiky, rhythmically vital piece by the Mexican Silvestre 
Revueltas (1899-1940) will be just up your street. And given 
the fire that these players (many from Amsterdam Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra) bring, it’s hard to imagine it better 
done. Highly recommended.  
Editor’s Choice in 2004

Production: Channel Classics
Design artwork: Ad van der Kouwe, Manifesta

www.channelclassics.com
www.manifestarotterdam.nl
www.sonopress.de
www.vandenhul.com
www.grimmaudio.com



For 30 years, Channel Classics has been making wonderful recordings: 
from projects of a rare intimacy courtesy of Florilegium or Rachel Podger 
to the magnificent edifices that are Mahler’s symphonies, authoritatively 
conducted by Iván Fischer. Many have caught our imagination, and a fair 
few have received our monthly Editor’s Choice accolade. Here’s a selection 
of some of our favourites.

 James Jolly – Gramophone Editor-in-Chief 

1 CCS SA 19503  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE

 Rachel Podger violin & Arte dei Suonatori 
| A. Vivaldi – La Stravaganza | Allegro from 
Concerto No. 12  

2 CCS SA 24206  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Matthew Wadsworth lute | Masters of the  

Lute | G. Kapsberger – Toccata Arpeggiata  

3 CCS SA 24806  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Florilegium | Bolivian Baroque, Vol. 2 | 

Anonymous – Tota salútis   

4 CCS SA 20604  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Florilegium | G. Ph. Telemann – Paris 

Quartets, Vol. 2 | Vite from Quatuor  
No. 1 in D Major  

5 CCS SA 20804  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 The Netherlands Bach Society | Death & 

Devotion | D. Buxtehude – O Gottes Stadt, 
 BuxWV 87  

6 CCS SA 21804  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Rachel Podger violin & Gary Cooper  

fortepiano | W. A. Mozart – Sonatas For 
Keyboard and Violin, Vol. 1 | Allegro molto 
from Sonata in C Major KV 6    

 
7 CCS SA 36315  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Wim Van Hasselt trumpet, Jörgen van Rijen 

trombone, Mike Fentross baroque guitar, 
Benedikt Enzler cello, Jorge Lopez-Escribano 
organ | Tintomara | H. Purcell – Sound the 
Trumpet  

8 CCS SA 21504  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Amsterdam Sinfonietta & Candida  

Thompson violin, leader | P. I. Tchaikovsky & 
G. Verdi | G. Verdi – Andantino from String 
Quartet in E Minor   

9  CCS SA 21604  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Iván Fischer conductor & Budapest Festival 

Orchestra | S. Rachmaninoff – Symphony 
No.2 | Allegro molto    

10 CCS SA 30010  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Iván Fischer conductor & Budapest Festival 

Orchestra | A. Dvorák – Symphony No. 7  
& Suite in A Major | Andante con moto  
from Suite in A Minor   
 

11 CCS SA 35513  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE

 Rachel Podger violin | Guardian Angel |  
H. I. F. von Biber – Passacaglia from  
Rosary Sonatas    

12 CCS SA 38817  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Iván Fischer conductor & Budapest Festival 

Orchestra | G. Mahler – Symphony No. 3 |
 Lustig im Tempo und keck im Ausdruck    
 
13 CCS SA 21104  GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE 
 Ebony Band, Werner Herbers leader | 

Homenaje a Revueltas | S. Revueltas – 
Sensemayá  

 www.channelclassics.com


